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iOWH teamed up with Kenneth Cole for a charity shopping event at their San Francisco  
flagship store on December 20, 2009.  Guests sipped on wine and mingled with iOWH 
and Kenneth Cole employees.  Shoppers were offered a discount on their purchases and the 
socially conscious fashion retailer donated 20% of the evening’s proceeds to the organization.  

iOWH was featured in Kenneth Cole’s book AWEARNESS: Inspiring Stories About How 
to Make A Difference is a collection of stories and conversations by ninety individuals who 
have effected meaningful social change.

iOWH volunteer Carolyn Wendell & employees 
Amanda L’Esperance and Rachael Tansuche 

welcome guests at the Kenneth Cole flagship 
store in San Francisco.

Water is Life.

Kenneth Cole Event

“In many parts of the world, people take for granted the ability to turn on a tap for safe 
and clean water to drink, to cook, to wash.  Yet, each year more than 1 billion people 
around the world have little choice but to resort to using potentially harmful sources of 
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The deadly impact of using unclean water is staggering. 

·	 1.8 million people die every year from diarrheal diseases, 90% are children  
under 5, mostly in developing countries.

·	 88% of diarrheal diseases are attributed to unsafe water supply. 
·	 1.3 million people die of malaria each year, again, attributed to unsafe water.

Monday, March 22 was World Water Day.  At iOWH, we marked the day by advocating 
for clean water and saluting those who work hard to bring safe drinking water to commu-
nities in the developing world. 

	��������������
�•
������
•�����
����������
��
����
������
��•��������
 ������������­€�
��������
�����‚��������
������������

�������
���
���������������
���
��
������ƒ��
�­€�
�����
��
�•�������
�������
„�
•�‚����…

This perpetuates a silent humanitarian crisis that „���
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continues a cycle of disease and poverty.  

World Water Day 2010

World Malaria Day 2010

April 25th marked World Malaria Day 
which recognizes the global effort to 
reduce the impact of this preventable and 
treatable disease.  About half of the world’s 
population is at risk for malaria, particu-
larly those in lower income countries. 
	 “Every 30 seconds, a child dies from 
malaria.  At iOWH we are working hard 
every day to create affordable and acces-
sible treatments so that these children can 
grow and thrive,” said Tue Huu Nguyen, 
Vice President Research and Preclinical 
Development and Project Team Leader, 
Artemisinin Project of iOWH.  “Our 
current malaria project will help us move 
closer to eliminate deaths from malaria in 

the near future.  We are striving to fulfill 
the promise of medicine to those in need, 
for those affected by malaria and other 
infectious diseases.”
	 “Supported by our funder, the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation, and in col-
laboration with our partners, sanofi aventis, 
Amyris Biotechnologies, Inc., and the Jay 
Keasling Laboratories at UC Berkeley, 
we are in the final stages of developing a 
process for making semi-synthetic Arte-
misinin, a critical component in lifesaving 
Artemisinin-based Combination Therapy 
(ACT), the World Health Organization 
(WHO) recommended first line treatment 
for uncomplicated malaria.  This process 

By the time you read this message, somewhere in the world, one child has died from malaria.

when commercialized, will make it much 
more affordable for patients in developing 
countries. We are making the best scientific 
technology available for everyone, democ-
ratizing modern drugs. Please join us in our 
mission to raise awareness and continue the 
fight against malaria,” said Dr. Nguyen.
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iOWH is in the process of instituting a 
new program in Nepal and Bangladesh 
through a grant from the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation.  This program will sup-
port the goal of the Governments of Nepal 
and Bangladesh to eliminate VL, which is 
part of the effort to achieve regional elimi-
nation of VL in South Asia (India, Nepal 
and Bangladesh) by 2015. 
	 “This project aims to add Paromomycin 
IM Injection (PMIM), an affordable and 
safe therapy, to the current choice of treat-
ments for VL in Bangladesh and Nepal.  
Helping patients in Bangladesh and Nepal 
represents the growth of our successful 
program with PMIM.  We are very excited 
that we will be able to bring better health 
to those most in need,” said Debra Vallner, 
VP Clinical Development, Leader, VL 
Program for iOWH.

iOWH to Help Eliminate Neglected Disease 
in Bangladesh and Nepal

“This project aims to add 
Paromomycin IM  

Injection (PMIM), an  
affordable and safe 

therapy, to the current 
choice of treatments  
for VL in Bangladesh  

and Nepal.”

Aid from the United Kingdom
iOWH  received a grant from the De-
partment for International Development 
(DFID) in the United Kingdom (UK) to 
help develop safe, effective and affordable 
new medicines for people with infectious 
diseases. This funding was announced 
Thursday April 1, 2010, by the UK Interna-
tional Development Minister, Mike Foster.
	 “One in every six people on Earth suffers 
from one or more neglected and infectious 
diseases. With DFID as a top investor 
in international health research, we are 
grateful that this grant will enable us to 
continue to execute our strategic plan for 
malaria, diarrhea and visceral leishmaniasis 
in endemic regions to improve availability 
of, access to, and uptake of essential medi-
cines,” said Richard Chin, CEO of iOWH. 
While funding from DFID will support all 
of iOWH’s disease program areas, the focus 
will be on developing a new treatment for 
diarrhea, which is the second biggest child 
killer in the world, claiming the lives of 
4,000 children every day. The world’s 
poorest countries are hit the hardest be-
cause of a lack of clean water, basic sanita-
tion and effective treatment. People living 
in poverty often cannot afford treatment or 
may stop taking the medicine when their 
symptoms aren’t immediately alleviated. 
	 DFID Minister, Mike Foster, said: “It 
is shocking that more children in develop-
ing countries die from diarrhea than AIDS, 
malaria and measles combined. Many of 
these deaths could easily be prevented by 
a simple vaccination and access to clean 
water, safer sanitation and more effective 
treatment. The UK is putting child and 
maternal deaths at the very heart of our 

Our sincere thanks to Flip Video’s Flip 
for Good program.  For every iOWH 
Flip video camera that is purchased, 
iOWH receives $10. 

For more information, go to:
www.theflip.com/flipforgood

Flip for Good
OneWorld Health Charm by Pandora
A stylish and generous way to show 
your support for iOWH – the iOWH 
charm is offered by Pandora.   
Your purchase will benefit efforts  
to treat and eliminate neglected 
diseases worldwide.  

For more information go to: 
www.pandora-jewelry.com

	 PMIM is an anti-parasitic antibiotic with 
few side effects and is currently the least 
costly therapy for VL.  The drug was devel-
oped by iOWH with support from partners 
including the Indian Council of Medical 
Research and in 2006, was registered with 
the Government of India following success-
ful clinical trials there.  In 2007 the drug 
was added to the World Health Organiza-
tion’s List of Essential Medicines.
	 Training programs and education ma-
terials will also be developed by iOWH in 
collaboration with local partners and will be 
provided to the governments of Bangladesh 
and Nepal to support their efforts in ensur-
ing the successful introduction of PMIM 
into the VL Regional Elimination Programs.

efforts to get the Millennium Development 
Goals back on track.”
	 The grant funds, £5,000,000 (approxi-
mately $7,616,033 US) from DFID  
given to iOWH will, in part support the 
development of an innovative new drug 
that aims to shorten the duration of epi-
sodes of diarrhea. The drug being devel-

oped is intended to speed up the recovery 
time by reducing the amount of fluid loss, 
thereby decreasing the likelihood of death 
as a result of diarrhea.  This new drug 
will be used in conjunction with Oral 
Rehydration Therapy (ORT) and will also 
enhance the adoption of ORT.




